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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-16, 20-26, and 29-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Suzuka (U.S. Patent 7,177,530). 

Regarding claim 1, Suzuka discloses a method for an application client to 
interface with a device driver in a client device with persistent storage, 
comprising the steps of: maintaining a data record for media content instances 
stored on a hard disk (col. 5, lines 39-40; col. 6, lines 40-42); commanding the 
device driver to provide normal play time locations of the media content 
instances for storage of the normal play time locations in the data record (Fig. 5; 
col. 7, lines 6-52); and using the normal play time locations to reference the 
media content instances stored in the clusters of the hard disk (col. 6, lines 40- 
48; col. 7, lines 6-52). 

Regarding claim 2, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as the method further comprising the 
step of commanding the device driver to allocate a substantially constant size 
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portion of the hard disk for a buffer file for buffering the media content instances 
(Fig. 4 - internal buffer to be used is allocated (41-3)). 

Regarding claim 3, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 as well as the method further 
comprising the steps of receiving, from the device driver, the normal play time 
locations corresponding to the buffer file, the media content instances of the 
buffer file, and the current write location, and storing the normal play time 
locations in the data record (Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 6-52). 

Regarding claim 4, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 as well as the method further 
comprising the steps of receiving a user request to designate one of the media 
content instances of the buffer file as permanent and designating the requested 
media content instance as a permanent file (Fig. 7; col. 8, line 55 - col. 9, line 
19). 

Regarding claim 5, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 , 2, and 4 as well as the method further 
comprising the step of passing the normal play time locations, of the media 
content instance requested by the user, from the data record to the device driver 
in order to enable the device driver to locate the requested media content 
instance (Figs. 4 and 5). 

Regarding claim 6, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 , 2, and 4 as well as the method further 
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comprising the steps of receiving, from the device driver, the normal play time 
locations corresponding to the permanent file and storing the normal play time 
locations in the data record (Figs. 4 and 5). 

Regarding claim 7, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as the method further comprising the 
step of commanding the device driver to transition a read location from a buffer 
file to a permanent file when the normal play time location of the read location is 
no longer pointing to the clusters of the buffer file. (Figs. 4, 5, 7, and 9 - pointer 
updates). 

Regarding claim 10, Suzuka discloses a method for an application client to 
interface with a device driver in a client device with persistent storage, 
comprising the steps of: using normal play time locations to reference media 
content instances of a buffer file stored in clusters of a hard disk (Fig. 5; col. 7, 
lines 6-52); and designating one of the referenced media content instances of the 
buffer file as a permanent file (Fig. 7; col. 8, line 55 - col. 9, line 19). 

Regarding claims 11-16, grounds for rejecting claims 2-7 apply for claims 
11-16 in their entireties. 

Regarding claims 20-26, these are system claims corresponding to the 
method claims 1-7. Therefore, claims 20-26 are analyzed and rejected as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1-7. 
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Regarding claims 29-35 these are system claims corresponding to the 
method claims 10-16. Therefore, claims 29-35 are analyzed and rejected as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 10-16. 
3. Claims 8, 9, 17, 18, 27, 28, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Suzuka as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Look et al. (U.S. Patent 6,757,906). 

Regarding claim 8, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 , but fails to disclose the method further 
comprises the steps of storing in the data record real-time start and stop time 
values of the media content instances, wherein the real-time start and stop time 
values are retrieved from a media content instance guide database, and using 
the stop time values to determine the stop times of the media content instances. 

Referring to the Look et al. reference, Look et al. discloses a method 
comprising the steps of storing in the data record real-time start and stop time 
values of the media content instances, wherein the real-time start and stop time 
values are retrieved from a media content instance guide database, and using 
the stop time values to determine the stop times of the media content instances 
(Fig. 18 - see real-time showing as well as duration in the program's information, 
which is recorded along with the program data). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the real-time information along 
with the program data as disclosed by Look et al. in the method disclosed by 
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Suzuka in order to allow the user to easily recognize the program according to 
the original air time of the program. 

Regarding claim 9, Suzuka discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 , but fails to disclose the method further 
comprises the steps of receiving and storing in the data record real-time start and 
stop buffering times and real-time permanent recording times provided by an 
operating system. 

Referring to the Look et al. reference, Look et al. discloses a method 
comprising the steps of receiving and storing in the data record real-time start 
and stop buffering times and real-time permanent recording times provided by an 
operating system (Fig. 18 - see real-time showing as well as duration in the 
program's information, which is recorded along with the program data). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the real-time information along 
with the program data as disclosed by Look et al. in the method disclosed by 
Suzuka in order to allow the user to easily recognize the program according to 
the original air time of the program. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, grounds for rejecting claims 8 and 9 apply for 
claims 17 and 18 in their entireties. 

Regarding claims 27 and 28, these are system claims corresponding to 
the method claims 8 and 9. Therefore, claims 27 and 28 are analyzed and 
rejected as previously discussed with respect to claims 8 and 9. 
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Regarding claims 36 and 37, these are system claims corresponding to 
the method claims 17 and 18. Therefore, claims 36 and 37 are analyzed and 
rejected as previously discussed with respect to claims 17 and 18. 
4. Claims 19 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overSuzuka (U.S. Patent 7,177,530) in view of Look et al. (U.S. Patent 6,757,906). 

Regarding claim 19, Suzuka discloses a method for an application client to 
interface with a device driver in a client device with persistent storage, 
comprising the steps of: commanding the device driver to allocate a substantially 
constant size portion of a hard disk for a buffer file for buffering media content 
instances (Fig. 4 - internal buffer to be used is allocated (41-3)); maintaining a 
data record for the media content instances stored in clusters of the buffer file 
(col. 5, line s39-40; col. 6, lines 40-42); commanding the device driver to provide 
normal play time locations of the media content instances corresponding to the 
buffer file, the media content instances of the buffer file, and the current write 
location (Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 6-52); receiving, from the device driver, the normal 
play time locations of the media content instances corresponding to the buffer 
file, the media content instances of the buffer file, and the current write location; 
storing the normal play time locations in the data record (Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 6- 
52); receiving a user request to designate one of the media content instances of 
the buffer file as permanent and designating the requested media content 
instance as a permanent file (Fig. 7; col. 8, line 55 - col. 9, line 19); passing the 
normal play time locations, of the media content instance requested by the user. 
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from the data record to the device driver in order to enable the device driver to 
locate the requested media content instance (Figs. 4 and 5); and designating the 
identified media content instance as a permanent recording file (Fig. 7). 
However, Suzuka fails to disclose storing in the data record real-time start and 
stop time values of the media content instances, wherein the real-time start and 
stop time values are retrieved from a media content instance guide database, 
and using the stop time values to determine the stop times of the media content 
instances. 

Referring to the Look et al. reference. Look et al. discloses a method 
comprising storing in the data record real-time start and stop time values of the 
media content instances, wherein the real-time start and stop time values are 
retrieved from a media content instance guide database, and using the stop time 
values to determine the stop times of the media content instances (Fig. 18 - see 
real-time showing as well as duration in the program's information, which is 
recorded along with the program data). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the real-time information along 
with the program data as disclosed by Look et al. in the method disclosed by 
Suzuka in order to allow the user to easily recognize the program according to 
the original air time of the program. 
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Regarding claim 38, this is a system claim corresponding to the method 
claim 19. Therefore, claim 38 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed 
with respect to claim 19. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HEATHER R. JONES whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 
4:30 pm, and every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ Heather R Jones 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 Examiner 
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August 1 , 2008 



